[Date]
The Honorable [Legislator’s Full Name]
[Office Address]
[City, State, Zip]
Dear [Representative/Senator] [Last Name],
As an employee at [insert provider/agency/employer name], I am writing to express my strong opposition to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services’ (MDHHS) plan to competitively bid out Michigan’s public behavioral health system. 
This proposal is unnecessary, harmful, and deeply concerning for agencies like ours and the people we serve. Specifically: 
· It excludes PIHPs – the organizations with decades of experience coordinating Michigan’s behavioral health system. 
· It increases administrative costs, pulling dollars away from direct care. CMHs across the state have attempted to address administrative burdens with MDHHS in the past, with little support from MDHHS for an improved partnership. 
· It creates instability and confusion for individuals and families already facing significant challenges. 
· It is not federally required, raising questions about both its timing and purpose. 
· It does not address the four strategic pillars MDHHS claims this process will inform, including providing high-quality, timely services, improving choice and consistency across regions, ensuring accountability and transparency, and simplifying the system with reduced bureaucracy.  
I see firsthand how critical it is to have a stable, community-based system. [Insert specific example or personal story from your work, e.g., “Last year, our crisis team responded to more than 500 calls from individuals at risk of suicide. Adding layers of bureaucracy and removing local oversight will only delay care, and lives are at stake.”]. Any disruption threatens the public and the recovery of the people we serve every day. 
I urge you to oppose this procurement plan and to work with Community Mental Health service providers, PIHPs, and stakeholders to strengthen the public system, not dismantle it.
Thank you for your leadership on this issue and for standing with the individuals and families in our community who depend on a strong public mental health system. 
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
[Agency Name]
[Contact Information]
[Date]
Elizabeth Hertel, Director
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
333 S. Grand Avenue
Lansing, MI 48909
Dear Director Hertel, 
As an employee at [insert provider/agency/employer name], I am writing to express our strong opposition and deep frustration with MDHHS's recent Request for Proposals (RFP) for the competitive procurement of Michigan’s public behavioral health system. 
This RFP represents a top-down decision that undermines decades of progress in building a stable, accountable, community-based public system. It disregards the expertise of the very organizations—community mental health agencies and Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans (PIHPs)—that have kept Michigan’s system functioning effectively for years despite chronic underfunding and ever-growing demand. 
We oppose this plan because: 
· It deliberately excludes PIHPs, erasing decades of knowledge and proven outcomes.
· It adds unnecessary administrative costs that will be paid for by cutting direct services. 
· It destabilizes care, creating chaos and confusion for people who already face significant challenges accessing behavioral health services. 
· It is not federally required, making this an unforced and harmful disruption during financial uncertainty for Medicaid programs. 
The people we serve cannot afford this upheaval. [Insert specific example or personal story from your work, e.g., “Last year, our crisis team responded to more than 500 calls from individuals at risk of suicide. Adding layers of bureaucracy and removing local oversight will only delay care, and lives are at stake.”]
We are frustrated that MDHHS has moved forward without genuine collaboration with the providers and communities most affected. This approach erodes trust and signals a dangerous shift away from community accountability. 
Additionally, the survey MDHHS has used to justify the four strategic pillars of the upcoming procurement gathered responses from less than one percent of Medicaid beneficiaries statewide. To claim that such a minuscule and unrepresentative sample provides a legitimate foundation for reform is indefensible and demonstrates a profound lapse in leadership and judgment. 
We strongly urge you to withdraw this RFP immediately. Any improvements to Michigan’s behavioral health system must be made in partnership with Community Mental Health service providers, PIHPs, providers, and the people we serve, not imposed unilaterally by the state. 
Michigan’s public behavioral health system has saved lives and strengthened communities for decades. This RFP threatens all of that. We cannot and do not support it. 
Sincerely,

[Name] 
[Title]
[Agency Name]
[Contact Information]



